Safeguarding Newsletter

Spring term

Safeguarding children is the action we take to promote the welfare of children and protect them
from harm. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and is of the utmost importance at Loughton
School. Every single person who comes into contact with children and families has a role to play.

The Spring term was launched with a safeguarding assembly delivered by the senior leadership
team. As part of this assembly, children were reminded that our aim is for all children to come to
school feeling safe and happy and to ensure that they know they can talk to someone who will help
them if or when they do not feel happy. In addition, there were lots of reminders about how we
keep them safe from the physical security of the school, our first aid offer, our fire and lockdown drill
practices through to our PSHE lessons. We reminded children that they can speak to ANYONE if they
have a worry as “safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility” but we also shared once again the staff
members in our safeguarding team. The children know that all of our senior leaders are designated
safeguarding leads along with a wider team of staff and posters sharing these people are displayed
in each classroom.

Safeguarding parent survey

We would love to hear your views about safeguarding at Loughton School. Please complete this
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https://www.loughton.milton-keynes.sch.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding+%26amp%3B+Child+Protection+Team&pid=92
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0e1M67WQNZXprn8TAVngWgE0knAgP1HyJZ1I54fvE1Igvmg/viewform?usp=sharing

Spotlight on: discriminatory language
This terms ‘spotlight on’ feature is on discriminatory language.

We want all children at Loughton School to feel a true sense of belonging
and we have a zero-tolerance approach on any discriminatory language.
Discrimination is “treating someone unfairly because of who they are.”
(Citizens Advice, 2022). This means that a person is being treated differently
or is put at a disadvantage because of someone else’s opinions or
judgements of them. By law, there are 9 characteristics that are protected
from discrimination under the Equality Act 2010 and these include areas
such as disability, religion/belief, race/ethnicity, sexual orientation.

If someone is targeted or treated unfairly because of one or more of these characteristics, then they
are being unlawfully discriminated against. At Loughton School we celebrate diversity and teach the
importance of this to our children. We do not tolerate discrimination in any form and it will always
be challenged. When children use discriminatory language, we always follow this up with the child
and the parent/carer and educate the pupil on why this language is not acceptable.
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Following ‘National Offer Day’ for secondary school places, ~ We—_ % )
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been given access to a social media platform, please
consider the following:

1) Talking regularly with your child is the greatest tool to help keep them safe online. Talking
regularly and making it part of daily conversation, like you would about their day at school, will help
your child feel relaxed. It also means when they do have any worries, they’re more likely to come
and speak to you.

2) Manage the amount of time your child is online. Balance it with other activities that are away
from a screen.

3) Set up parental controls to block any upsetting or inappropriate content. Information about
setting up parental controls can be found here: https.//www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
online-safety/parental-controls/

4) Give your child the strategies they need in case something concerning happens whilst they are
using their device. This could be to lock the screen and tell an adult, to make a report to the platform
they are using, or to block the user.

5) Talk to your child about how they communicate online and remind them that anything they put
online, whether it’s via What's App, Instagram,TikTok or YouTube, can be shared widely. Is what
they are sharing kind? True? Helpful? Safe?

Finally, please bear in mind, if you allow your child to sign up for these sites, knowing that they have
to give a false age, that information may follow you on social media. For example, your child signs up
for Facebook in year 3, confirming they are 13, by the time they are actually 13, both Facebook and
the outside world will believe they are 18. Consider if you would you be happy with your year 6 child
receiving content and messages aimed at 18 year olds.
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As always, if you want to discuss anything further, please get in touch:

office@loughton.school
01908 665971
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